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PDM ENTERTAINMENT AND ATTRACTION IMAGES ANNOUNCE  
START OF PRODUCTION ON STILL LIFE  

FOR CBC TELEVISION 
 

• Based on Internationally-renowned Canadian Author 
   Louise Penny’s Award-winning Crime Novel  

 
Eastern Townships, QUEBEC (October 02, 2012) – PDM Entertainment and Attraction 
Images (formerly Cirrus Communications) in association with CBC announced today that 
principal photography has begun on Still Life, a two-hour TV movie for CBC, based on the first 
of best-selling author Louise Penny’s multi-award-winning crime novels. 
 
Shooting for Still Life will take place throughout the month of October, primarily in Quebec’s 
Eastern Townships. The spectacular landscape of the Eastern Townships is home to the serene 
and picturesque setting of Three Pines, the fictional Canadian village where the story is set. 
 
The movie stars Nathaniel Parker (Vanity Fair, Far from the Madding Crowd, Merlin) as 
charismatic Chief Inspector Armand Gamache of the Sûreté du Québec, Anthony Lemke (The 
Listener, Les Hauts et les bas de Sophie Paquin) as Inspector Jean-Guy Beauvoir and Kate 
Hewlett (Stargate Atlantis, The L.A. Complex) as Clara Morrow, the victim’s grieving friend. 
Gabriel Hogan (King, Heartland) also stars as Clara’s husband Peter Morrow. 
 
“We are delighted to be working together with CBC and our partners to bring Louise Penny’s 
wonderful books to life”, says Phyllis Platt, Founding Partner, PDM Entertainment. Josée 
Vallée, President of Attraction Images adds, “Louise Penny’s fresh take on the traditional 
mystery has resonated with fans all over the world and we are thrilled to be collaborating on this 
exciting project with PDM Entertainment and such an esteemed group of actors.” 
 
Louise Penny’s award-winning Inspector Gamache books continue to top best-selling charts 
around the world and have been translated into 23 languages. Her debut novel, Still Life, won her 
U.K.’s  Creasey Dagger Award, the Arthur Ellis Award in Canada, and the Anthony, Barry and 
Dilys Awards in the U.S.  Still Life has been named by Deadly Pleasures Magazine in the U.S. as 
one of the top five crime novels of the decade. 
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“I turned down every offer to option Still Life for many years, but when this production team 
approached, and we discussed their vision of the film, I knew this book that means so much to me 
would be in wonderful hands”, says Louise Penny.  “I love the casting and am so excited to see 
Three Pines come alive. I have to admit, it’s nerve-wracking, but thrilling.” 
 
It’s Thanksgiving Sunday and the village of Three Pines, a refuge from the fast-paced modern 
world, appears as tranquil as ever.  But not for long.  This peaceful Eden is about to be disturbed 
by the discovery that Jane Neal, a much-loved retired schoolteacher, lies dead in the woods. The 
villagers are certain it’s nothing more than a tragic hunting accident but Chief Inspector Armand 
Gamache of the Sûreté du Québec suspects something rancid lies beneath the idyllic surface of 
the community.  As Gamache and Beauvoir dig, they uncover layers of deceit, rage and 
resentments long simmering. Armand Gamache knows something dark is buried in this pretty 
village and if they dig deep enough, Three Pines will begin to give up its secrets and a murderer 
will be exposed.   
 
Internationally-acclaimed screenwriter Wayne Grigsby  (Trudeau, October 1970), recipient of 
Canada’s highest screenwriting honour, the Margaret Collier Award, and winner of the prestigious 
BAFTA Award, adapted Penny’s first novel, Still Life, for the screen. 
 
Peter Moss (Booky Makes Her Mark, St. Urbain’s Horseman) takes on both Director and 
Executive Producer roles. Phyllis Platt (Race to Mars, Booky and the Secret Santa) and Brian 
Dennis (Sunshine Sketches of a Little Town, The Border) also serve as Executive Producer and 
Producer respectively for PDM Entertainment. Josée Vallée (Naked Josh, Sticks and Stones) and 
Daniel Vermette are Executive Producer and Producer for Attraction Images. Louise Penny also 
acts as Executive Producer.  Sally Catto is Executive Director, Scripted and Commissioned 
Programming for CBC TV.    
 
Still Life is produced by PDM Entertainment and Attraction Images in association with the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation and with the participation of the Canadian Media Fund, and 
distributed in the U.S. and internationally by Content Media Corporation. 
 
About PDM Entertainment  
Based in Toronto, PDM Entertainment is a newly-created television production company founded by 
award-winning producers Phyllis Platt, Brian Dennis, and Peter Moss. PDM principals bring with 
them an established worldwide reputation for delivering high-end, critically-acclaimed television 
series, movies and Emmy award-winning children’s animation. PDM is moving ahead in its premiere 
year with a diverse slate of television productions beginning with Still Life, a TV movie for CBC, 
based on the first of best-selling author Louise Penny’s multi award-winning crime novels. PDM is 
also developing Terry Fallis’s critically-acclaimed political satire, Best Laid Plans (winner of the 
2008 Stephen Leacock Prize for Humour and the 2010 CBC Radio Canada Reads competition), as a 
six-part mini-series for CBC. Other projects include the children’s educational series, The Mathamals, 
for TVO and the family action-drama series, Checkers, from writer Amy Cole. 
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About Attraction Images 
Attraction Images serves local, national and international networks and distributors through the 
production of documentary, factual and fiction series, feature films and digital content. 
Productions include series La Vie, la vie, Naked Josh, Ciao Bella, Nos Étés, La Galère, Tout sur 
moi, Belle-Baie; TV movie Sticks and Stones; documentaries Pickpocket King, Jetman, Outlaw 
Bikers, Urbania, QC:12 and feature films C.R.A.Z.Y.,  Nitro, The Bait and Life Begins. 
 
About CBC  
CBC/Radio-Canada is Canada’s national public broadcaster and one of its largest cultural 
institutions. The Corporation is a leader in reaching Canadians on new platforms and delivers a 
comprehensive range of radio, television, Internet, and satellite-based services. Deeply rooted in 
the regions, CBC/Radio-Canada is the only domestic broadcaster to offer diverse regional and 
cultural perspectives in English, French and eight Aboriginal languages, plus seven languages for 
international audiences. In 2011, CBC/Radio-Canada celebrated 75 years of serving Canadians 
and being at the centre of the democratic, social and cultural life of Canada. 
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For further information, please contact: 
 
Dorit Leo 
Unit Publicist, Still Life 
T. 416.462.1770  
dsleo@sympatico.ca 
 
  
 
 
 


